
 

CITY OF BLUE ASH 
Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the August 12th Council Meeting 

DATE:  August 10, 2021  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 
This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the August 12th Council Meeting 
agenda.  

5. MVRMA Awards Presentation 

Tom Judy, the Executive Director for MVMRA, will present two awards. One award recognizes 
the City for overall standard of excellence in risk management and another award recognizes 
the police department for three consecutive years with zero losses. 

6.  PUBLIC HEARING – to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development 
for a 48.9 acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G site in the 
Blue Ash North Zoning District. (First reading) (TABLED at the 7/8/21 Council meeting) 
Reed Hartman Grooms Development LLC is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit 
Development for a 48.9 acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G 
site in the Blue Ash North Zoning District. The proposed site includes four industrial buildings on 
the east side of the property and areas along the Reed Hartman Highway frontage where the 
specific uses are undefined, but that would be either commercial or mixed-use residential. A 
proposed new public road would connect Grooms Road and Reed Hartman Highway. 
A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be 
approved by Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for 
Final Planned Unit Development plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may 
approve final PUD applications on its own or may make a recommendation to City Council for 
consideration and approval. 
Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its May 6, 2021 meeting and 
recommended denial. Because of the adverse recommendation, approval by Council would 
require a favorable vote of at least five members of Council. 
Please direct any questions related to this Ordinance to the Community Development Director. 

10.a.1.  Resolution No. 2021-35 – Providing for amendments within the 2021 annual 
appropriation Resolution No. 2020-62 

Resolution 2021-35 provides for the following 2021 budget amendments: 
- Appropriate additional $22,000 for unexpected HVAC unit replacements needed within 

Municipal & Safety Center and the Recreation Center. 
- An additional $500,000 in economic development incentives pending Council’s 

approval of Resolution 2021-36. 
Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or related Department Director. 
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10.a.2 Resolution No. 2021-36 – Authorizing the City Manager to enter into an economic 
development agreement with Sugar Creek Packing Company 
Sugar Creek Packing Co. is a diversified food manufacturer, with multiple locations in Blue Ash. 
The company plans to invest $12 million, renovating its existing Blue Ash facilities and 
constructing a new event center on Indeco Court. SugarCreek will create an additional 76 jobs 
by December 2026, increasing its annual payroll by $10 million, resulting in $125,000 in new 
annual earnings tax for the City of Blue Ash. This agreement will provide the company a 
$500,000 forgivable loan. 
Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Economic Development Director. 

10.a.3 Resolution No. 2021-37 – approving special energy improvement project petition 
and 
10.a.4 Resolution No. 2021-38 – determining to proceed with the special energy 
improvement project 
and 
10.a.5 Resolution No. 2021-39 – levying special assessments for the special energy 
improvement project 
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) is a borrowing mechanism, enabling commercial 
property owners to receive low-interest, long-term financing for energy-related upgrades in 
existing or new buildings through a self-imposed property tax assessment. 

In 2015, Blue Ash established an Energy Special Improvement District (ESID) in order to offer 
this economic development tool. In 2019, the Blue Ash ESID was dissolved and Blue Ash joined 
the Suburban ESID which also includes Sycamore Township, Symmes Township, Loveland, 
Deer Park, Sharonville, and Springdale. 
Currently there are PACE assessments on seven properties in Blue Ash. The funding was used 
to pay for energy savings improvements such as HVAC, boiler, lighting, roof, and façade 
upgrades as well as energy management systems. PACE funds may be used for renovations, 
as well as new construction when the project exceeds standard building code requirements. 
This improves energy and water efficiency and increases the resiliency of commercial buildings. 
Summit View Development, LLC and Blue Ash Rehab Real Estate Investors, LLC as the 
successor-in-interest have requested Blue Ash’s assistance with PACE financing to support the 
soon to be built 49,000 sqft, 40-bed rehabilitation facility at the Neighborhoods at Summit Park.  
Its energy improvements include the acquisition, construction, installation, and equipping of 
LED interior and exterior lighting, roof and wall insulation, domestic hot water heater, HVAC 
system, low flow lavatories, and related improvements. 
With these improvements, the building qualifies for a $6.77M PACE loan to be repaid over 25 
years through property tax assessments. The total construction cost of the project is estimated 
to be $29.6M.   
The City’s role is merely to levy the assessments, which are collected by the Hamilton County 
Treasurer. Once collected, the money is remitted to the City and the City then passes it onto 
the lender. The City is not providing any of the funding nor would the City have any liability if the 
assessment were to become delinquent. Further, the City is not pledging any of its revenues, 
nor its full faith and credit as part of the PACE financing. The PACE financing is fully supported 
by the levy and collection of the special assessments on the affected property. 
The City previously placed a TIF on the property to pay for the public infrastructure throughout 
the development. The PACE assessments are in addition to the TIF revenues and would not 
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negatively impact the TIF unless property tax payments were to become delinquent in which 
case any payments made would be split equally between the TIF and the assessment. 
Please direct questions regarding these resolutions to the Assistant City Manager. 

10.a.6. Resolution No. 2021-40 – Accepting the terms of the One Ohio Subdivision 
Settlement (National Opioid Settlement Agreement) 
Council approved Resolution 2020-14 on February 27, 2020 authorizing the City Solicitor to 
accept the proposed OneOhio Memorandum of Understanding in an attempt to unify local 
government’s pursuit of joint damages against the opioid manufactures and distributors.  Since 
then a proposed settlement agreement has been reached. The City’s participation in the 
financial settlement requires Council’s approval of a modified OneOhio Memorandum of 
Understanding as well the authorization to execute the related participation agreement. 
Resolution 2021-40 provides for that approval and authorization.  
The amount of potential settlement funds to the City of Blue Ash is dependent on the 
participation levels of all Ohio cities and counties. Current estimates range from $120K and up 
to $170K assuming participation incentive levels are reached.  
A summary of the proposed settlement is included in Council’s agenda packet. 
Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the City Solicitor. 

10.b.1. Resolution No. 2021-41 – Rental and installation of a temporary ice rink at 
Summit Park 

Resolution No. 2021-41 authorizes a professional services agreement with Ice Rink Events for 
a project amount of $145,000 to supply and install a temporary ice rink under the glass canopy 
at Summit Park.  

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

10.c.1. Motion setting a public hearing for Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. to 
consider an application to designate the property at 4150 Hunt Road as a Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) District 
Andrew Greene of TLM Realty Corp. is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit 
Development for a 7.8 acre parcel at 4150 Hunt Road in the Blue Ash South Zoning District. 
The current site contains one building that houses Kohl’s, Big Lots, and a vacant retail space. 
The PUD proposes to demolish an unused portion of the existing building and reconfigure site 
access drives and the parking area to accommodate two drive-through restaurants. It also 
specifically seeks approval for an additional ground sign and a reduced bufferyard adjacent to 
Hunt Road. This is proposed to be in conjunction with the reconfiguration of Hunt and Plainfield 
Roads as a result of the roundabout project. 
A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be 
approved by Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for 
Final Planned Unit Development plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may 
approve final PUD applications on its own or may make a recommendation to City Council for 
consideration and approval. 
Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its August 5, 2021 meeting and 
recommended approval with conditions. 
Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 
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10.d.1. Resolution No. 2021-42 – Amending Resolution No. 2021-17 authorizing the City 
Manager to enter into a contract for the 2021 Paving Program for the unit prices as 
shown on the attached bid summary 

The Public Works Department is requesting approval of a change order for the 2021 Paving 
Program to include line items 519 – Patching Concrete Structures and 301 - Asphalt Base 
Course at a cost not to exceed $29,150.00.  
Line item 519 – Patching Concrete Structures is used after delaminated and deteriorating areas 
have been located and removed from the service of the bridge deck to structurally restore the 
damaged area, prior to applying the waterproofing. Line item – 301 Asphalt Base Course will be 
applied at a thickness of 6 inches on top of the subgrade fill to bring the excavated area back to 
its original elevation and is essential to deter settling from motor vehicle traffic. 
Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 
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